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On April 27, 1935 Congress passed Public Law 74-46, in which it recognized that 

"the wastage of soil and moisture resources on farm, grazing, and forest lands . . . 

is a menace to the national welfare," and it directed the Secretary of Agriculture to 

establish the Soil Conservation Service (SCS) as a permanent agency in the 

USDA. In 1994, Congress changed SCS’s name to the Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS) to better reflect the broadened scope of the 

agency’s concerns.   
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CONSERVATION PLAN 
 Voluntary 

 Site-specific 

 Comprehensive 

 Addresses Resource Concerns 

 Driven by Proven Conservation Practices       

 

     

 



NRCS Agroforestry Practices 
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Supporting Practices 

 Access Control – 472 
 Conservation Cover – 327 
 Conservation Crop Rotation – 328 
 Contour Buffer Strips – 332 
 Cover Crop – 340 
 Critical Area Planting – 342 
 Fence – 382 
 Filter Strip – 393 
 Forage & Biomass Harvest Mngt – 511 
 Forest Stand Improvement - 666 
 Herbaceous Weed Control – 315 
 Irrigation (micro) – 441 
 Mulching – 484 
 Prescribed Burning - 338 
 Prescribed Grazing – 528 
 Tree/Shrub Establishment – 612 
 Tree/Shrub Pruning – 660 
 Tree/Shrub Site Preparation – 490 
 Upland Wildlife Habitat Mngt – 645 
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Windbreaks 380 

Windbreaks or shelterbelts are single or multiple rows of trees or shrubs in 

linear configurations. 
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Click on your state 
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Click on any county in your state 
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Section IV contains Conservation Practices 12 



Windbreak, 380 
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Resource 
Concerns 
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The Process… 

 Primary Resource Concerns  
◦ Odor 
◦ Energy  

 Secondary Resource Concerns 
◦ Wildlife & Pollinators 
◦ Visual Screen 

 Scheduling 
 Planned Practices 

◦ Tree/Shrub Site Preparation – 490 
◦ Conservation Cover – 327 
◦ Tree/Shrub Establishment – 612 
◦ Mulching - 484 
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QUESTIONS??? 20 
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