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TT&A Products 
 Newsletters 

Displays 

Brochures Technical Notes Information Sheets 

Presentations Tools 

nac.unl.edu 



TT&A Activities 

Online Training 

Agroforestry Academies Demonstration Sites 

Workshops Case Studies 



How do federal programs and 
policies relate to regional 

efforts? 

bottom 
up 

top 
down 



• Released June 2011  

• Input from 90+ stakeholders 
(Agroforestry Roundtable 
Workshop, May 25-26, 2010) 

• Developed by interagency 
team (five USDA agencies, 
National Associations of State 
Foresters & Conservation 
Districts) 

 USDA Agroforestry Strategic Framework, 2011-2016 



USDA Strategic Framework for Agroforestry, 2011-2016 

Purpose:  
•  Increase awareness & support for agroforestry 
•  Identify future USDA emphasis areas for  
   agroforestry R&D and technology transfer 

Three Goals: 
 

•  ADOPTION – Increase use of agroforestry by 
    landowners and communities  

•  SCIENCE – Advance the understanding and tools 

•  INTEGRATION – Incorporate into an all-lands 
   approach to conservation and economic development 



Key accomplishments: 
 

• USDA Agroforestry Executive Steering Committee 
(guides Strategic Framework implementation) 

 
• USDA Departmental Regulation on agroforestry  

(http://www.ocio.usda.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2012/Agr
oforestry_DR_2013.pdf) 

 

• First-ever USDA report on agroforestry                        
FY 2011-12 financial commitments, accomplishments, case 
studies, next steps  

USDA Strategic Framework for Agroforestry, 2011-2016 



 

USDA Agroforestry Executive Steering Committee 
 

 Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) 
 Agricultural Research Service (ARS) 
 Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
 Forest Service (FS) 
 National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) 
 National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) 
 Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
 Rural Development (RD) 
 

Current Chair:  Wayne Honeycutt, NRCS Deputy Chief 

USDA Strategic Framework for Agroforestry, 2011-2016 



• Comprehensive (~180 p) & in brief (~30 p) versions 
• Federal Fiscal Years 2011-2012 

• $333 million invested by USDA (FY 2011-12) 
• 15 case studies – feature producers, scientists, 

partnerships, others 

Agroforestry: USDA Reports to America 

http://www.usda.gov/documents
/usda-reports-to-america-

comprehensive.pdf 



$333 million invested in agroforestry (FY 2011-12) 
• < 1 percent of USDA’s total obligations 
• 95% ($328 million) supported technical and financial 

assistance to help landowners apply practices 
• 99% to riparian buffers and windbreaks 
• 1% to alley cropping, multi-story cropping/forest 

farming, and silvopasture 
• Primary programs: 

• Conservation Reserve (FSA) 
• Environmental Quality Incentives (NRCS) 

 

Agroforestry: USDA Reports to America 



Inside the other 5 percent (~$15 million) 
 

• Agroforestry Research, Education, Extension: 
• $4 million - ARS (7 labs) 
• $2.8 million - FS (7 labs, Natl. Agroforestry Center) 
• $3.9 million – NIFA (41 land-grant univ., 6 others)   
 

• Technology Transfer, Training/Workshops, Outreach 
• $3.9 - FS (all states except AK, AZ, OR, NM, WA) 
 

• Marketing, Rural Development 
• $800,000 – AMS, RD 

Agroforestry: USDA Reports to America 



2012 Census of Agriculture included the first-ever 
agroforestry practice question: 

 

“At any time during 2012, did this operation 
practice alley cropping or silvopasture as an 
integrated Agroforestry system?”  

 

 

• 2,725 farms in all but three states said “yes” 
 

• Makes possible: follow-on surveys and analysis of 
producers who responded “yes” or “no” 

POLICIES 



2,725 farms said they practiced alleycropping or 
silvopasture 
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FSA Conservation Practices 
• CP5 Field Windbreak 
• CP16 Shelterbelt 
• CP17 Living Snow Fences 
• CP22 Riparian Buffer  
• CP31 Bottomland Timber Establishment on Wetlands 

NRCS Technical Standards 
• Alley Cropping (311) 
• Multi-Story Cropping (379) 
• Riparian Forest Buffers (391) 
• Silvopasture establishment (381) 
• Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment (380) 
• Windbreak/Shelterbelt Restoration (650) 

POLICIES 



 
NRCS Technical Standards 
As of September 2012, the numbers of States and territories that 
have adopted agroforestry practices (with their practice code) are as 
follows: 

• Alley Cropping (311): 35 States, 8 territories, and  
Washington, DC. 
• Multi-Story Cropping (379): 11 States and 8 territories. 
• Riparian Forest Buffers (391): 50 States, 8 territories, and 
Washington, DC. 
• Silvopasture (381): 24 States and 8 territories. 
• Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment (380): 44 States, 8 
territories, and Washington, DC. 
• Windbreak/Shelterbelt Restoration (650): 35 States and 8 
territories. 

POLICIES 



1) Climate Change 

ISSUES 



1) Climate Change 

ISSUES 

NAC Publications related to mitigating and adapting to 
climate change 



1) Climate Change 

ISSUES 

Support 
document on 
agroforestry for 
the 2017 
National Climate 
Assessment 



2) Local Food and Organic Food 

ISSUES 

NAC publications 
related to markets for 
local food produced in 
agroforestry systems 



2) Local Food and Organic Food 

ISSUES 



2) Local Food and Organic Food 

ISSUES 

Participation in 
USDA organic 
group 



3) Pollinators 

ISSUES 

Federal Strategy to Promote the Health of Bees and 
other Pollinators (announced June 20, 2014) 



3) Pollinators 
ISSUES 



4) Forest Stewardship Program 

ISSUES 

• Inclusion in Forest 
Action Plans 
 

• Inclusion in forest 
stewardship plans 
via resource 
elements 

 



Questions? 

Publications available at: http://nac.unl.edu/ 
 
 


