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State of Our Land 

J.R. Russell Smith  (1874-1966) 

Tree Crops (1929) 

Iowa - 2011 



Agroforestry Vision 

“I see a million hills green 

with crop-yielding 

trees…The hills of my 

vision have farming 

that fits them and 

replaces the poor 

pasture, the gullies …” 

                  J.R. Smith, 1920’s 



2015 –Agroforestry Vision 

Creating productive and healthy farms, ranches, woodlands, 

and communities through agroforestry 



Landowners, 

managers, tribes, and 

communities adopt 

agroforestry practices 

resulting in improved 

water, soil, and air 

quality; sustainable 

agriculture; product 

diversity; and rural 

wealth. 

2015 – Agroforestry Vision 

USDA  Agroforestry Report to America 



Opening the Door to Agroforestry 

 Experience over 25 years has taught us that 

multiple “doors” lie between the promise 

and the reality of widespread agroforestry 

adoption and utilization 

 It is essential to identify the doors (e.g., 

culture, tradition, knowledge gaps, science, 

risk, funding, policy) 

 And do the work to open them 



Agroforestry Adoption = 4 P’s 
  To achieve agroforestry adoption will require: 

Partnerships 

Programs 

Professionals 

Peer‐to‐Peer Learning 

PROFITS 



Partnerships 

 Northeast Silvopasture Working Group 

 Northeast Forest Mushroom Growers Network 

 Chesapeake Bay Agroforestry Working Group  

 1890 Land-Grant Universities Agroforestry 

Consortium  

 Forest Farming Network in Appalachia  

 eXtension Communities of Practice 

Forest Farming 

Goats & Sheep 

 

 



We are forest farmers, university faculty, and agency 

personnel working together to provide useful farming 

information. We have a variety of forest farming expertise 

and believe that through collaboration we will advance the 

practice.  

http://www.extension.org/forest_farming 



Partnerships 

Mid-America Agroforestry Working Group 

 Hybrid Hazelnut Consortium  

 Upper Midwest Hazelnut Development Initiative  

 Pacific Northwest Agroforestry Working Group  

 Organic Coffee Agroforestry Network in Puerto 

Rico  

 Pacific Islanders Agroforestry Working Group 

 

 



http://midamericanagroforestry.net/ 





Agroforestry 

Demonstration 

Sites 



Programs 
USDA 

• Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 

• Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) 

• Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 

• Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education 

(SARE) Grants 

• Forest Stewardship (Forest Service) 

• Specialty Crop Block Grant (Ag Marketing Service)  

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

• Partners for Fish and Wildlife (PFW) Funding 

Incentive 

 

 







Private Programs 

• National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 

(NFWF) 

– Native Plant Conservation Initiative 

– Conservation on Private Lands 

• National Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF) 

• Quail Unlimited (QU) 

• Ducks Unlimited (DU) 

• Pheasants Forever (PF) 

 



Professionals 

Expanding 

Agroforestry 

Knowledge and 

Expertise 



Professionals 

• Educating natural resource professionals can help 

increase the adoption of agroforestry systems and 

practices. 

• Educational opportunities exist but are often ad-hoc 

and depend on the creativity of educational leaders.  

• Many gaps exist throughout the country where 

agroforestry has potential but where not many 

hands-on educational opportunities are available.  



Professionals 

• Formal Education 

– Graduate Programs:  U of MO, U of FL, Oregon State 

– Undergraduate Agroforestry Classes @ universities in CA, 

FL, GA, HI, IA, MO, MS, NE, NC, OR, PA, VA 

– Community Colleges:  HI and IL 

• Informal Education/Continuing Education 

– Workshops 

– Online Courses and Webinars 

 

 

 

 



Online 

Course 

about 

Silvopasture 

http://www.silvopasture.org/index.html 



http://www.aftaweb.org/ 



• Released June 2011  

• Developed by interagency 
team (five USDA agencies, 
National Associations of State 
Foresters & Conservation 
Districts) 

• Input from 90+ stakeholders 
(Agroforestry Roundtable 
Workshop, May 25-26, 2010) 

 USDA Agroforestry Strategic Framework, 2011-2016 



Greater 

Agroforestry 

Knowledge by 

Resource 

Professionals 

May Lead to 

More 

Agroforestry 



Mitigating Climate Change with 

Agroforestry 

Support document 
on agroforestry for 
the 2017 National 
Climate 
Assessment 





Peer-to-Peer 

Learning 



2,725 farms said they practiced alleycropping or 
silvopasture 
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Learning From 

Those Who 

Are Doing! 

http://www.usda.gov/documents/usda-reports-to-america-comprehensive.pdf 



Learning From Those Who Are Doing 

http://midamericanagroforestry.net/ 



Learning From 

Those Who 

Are Doing 



What is Your Vision for 

Agroforestry? 



THANK YOU 



QUESTIONS? 

Bruce Wight, Agroforester 

Ames, IA 

bruce.wight06@gmail.com 

(402) 730-6953 

mailto:bruce.wight06@gmail.com

